
Communicating the Value of Play-Based Learning Scenario

Sara is an Early Childhood Educator who just moved to a new city. She is excited to
start working at a local Childcare Centre in the Preschool room. During the interview
and hiring process, the centre director underlined that the Childcare Centre follows a
play-based pedagogy. Sara is excited to join a community of practice dedicated to
play-based learning.

During Sara’s first week she notices that each morning her co-educator, Julia, sets out
invitations at every ‘centre’, as well as a new educator-led craft and worksheets at the
arts table with free play opportunities limited to the outdoors. Sara sees that many of the
children enjoy the invitations, and recognizes that Julia puts a lot of effort and thought
into her programming. However, Sara also sees a lack of opportunity for the children to
engage in child-directed free-play throughout the day as well. Sara also wonders about
the purpose behind the arts table activities and worksheets for the preschool group.

When Sara brings this up to Julia, Julia explains that she feels it is very important to
prepare the preschoolers for the expectations of Kindergarten. Julia also mentions how
much the parents love receiving the children’s crafts she makes with them. Julia finishes
the conversation by telling Sara that this type of programming is what makes the
difference between child care and babysitting.

Sara respects Julia, and wants to honour her pedagogical beliefs. She feels that if she
could communicate the value of less structured play-based experiences to Julia, they
could find common ground and plan an enriching program together.

Before making any assumptions about Julia’s thoughts or feelings, Sara decides to
keep asking questions. During their planning and documentation time together, Sara
brings out photos of the children’s play and engages Julia in a conversation seeking
Julia’s point of view and sharing her own. Sara also inquires about what Julia means
when she says she wants to prepare the children for Kindergarten.



Questions to Support Collegial Inquiry and Communication

● What do they see while the children are playing? Julia says that during free
play outdoors she sees the children having fun and being silly while they
run their energy off.

● What are their goals for the children's play? Why? Julia’s goals are to prepare
the children for Kindergarten. For Julia this means practicing reading,
writing and following instructions. Julia wants the children to be happy and
successful at school.

● Can these be reframed to include a play-based perspective?


