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The Time is 
Now!
• To be an advocate, 

proponent and 
enabler …

• To increase the time 
children get to play 
outside with and in 
nature.



Want big impact?

Use big image.



Think back to 

your childhood 

to a time when 

you felt the 

most alive, free 

and powerful. 

Where were 

you?



Pedagogy of Place –
inspired by John Dewey

Use the local community and 
environment as a starting point 
to learning in all areas.
Hands-on, real-world learning 
helps children to make a stronger 
connection to the natural world 
in a way that will increase 
environmental stewardship.
Different from space, place offers 
children an emotional 
connection.



“Creates a heightened 
commitment to serving as 
active and contributing 
citizens”.

David SobelPLACE BASED 
EDUCATION



Ann Pelo, believes that 
it is the role of the 
teacher to foster an 
ecological identity in 
children, one that 
shapes them as surely 
as their cultural and 
social identities. 

Ecological identities 
are born in place



What this means in ECE

Environmental Education

Outdoor Education

Nature Education

Environmental Awareness

Outdoor Play

Nature Connection

Traditional Education Early Childhood Education

Growing Roots: Building Nature Connections in the Early 
Years!! #GrowingRoots2018



Early Childhood Educators who take on the role of mentors can 
support children’s connection to nature. Rachel Carson (1956) 

suggests that this “includes nature in storm as well as calm by 
night as well a day, and is based on having fun together rather 

than on teaching” (p. 10). Through experience, knowledge is 
transferred and an appreciation for nature will be developed. It is 
not direct teaching! 

Explorations 

Relationship-
building

Visits 

The Process of Coyote Mentoring



WHY?



The Future of Childhood

• Childhood is increasingly 
becoming an indoor culture

• Increased health issues related 
to lack of outdoor play –
obesity, myopia, etc. 

• Benefits outweigh risks –
developmental, learning, 
health and well-being

• Outdoor play that is 
challenging, adventurous and 
risky supports development

• Learning in and with nature 
supports learning

• Join the MOVEMENT(S)!

Children have 
limited 

experience   
observing the 
beauty and 

characteristics 
of the 

environment 
resulting in a 

lack of 
environmental 
stewardship. 

Children lack 
the benefits of 

the sun and 
environment 
resulting in 
many health 
and wellness 

issues.

Children have 
limited 

physical 
experiences of 
rolling down 

hills or 
running and 

having a sense 
of speed 

resulting in 
limited 

understanding 
of their mind 

and body 
interactions.

Don’t turn your back to children

Children with Nature Deficit Disorder



The Multiple Benefits of 
Outdoor Play





• Natural loose parts
• Large and moveable loose 

parts
• Adventurous, challenging 

and risky play
• Reconsider stable 

structures
• Embrace the seasons
• Naturalized playgrounds 

are not the only choice

Within the 
Fence



The hillside
The meadow
The beach
The creek
The ravine
The enclave of trees
The garden
The park
The forest

Look Beyond the Fence



THE BEST CLASSROOM AND THE RICHEST 
CUPBOARD IS ROOFED ONLY BY THE SKY

MARGARET MCMILLAN (c. 1925)



• Take one stick, one stone and 
one pinecone from the bag 
on the table

• Silently act out the story as it 
is being read

Time to PLAY!! 















































STREAM LEARNING IN ECE

Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Arts 
and Math – it’s all in the book – it is all 
outside! TIME FOR INVITATIONS TO LEARN!



• The terms invitations and 
provocations are used as a 
way to describe what 
traditionally have been 
called activities or learning 
centres. 

• The term used to describe 
the experiences that are 
planned for and with 
children is not as important 
as the actual experience. 

• Invitation: An invitation is the action 
of inviting. To be inviting is to 
request the presence and 
participation of children in a kindly, 
courteous and complimentary way. 
This may be done verbally, 
pictorially or in printed form.

• Provocation: A provocation is 
something that arrives as a surprise 
to children. It is something 
unexpected and generally displayed 
in a way that will trigger children’s 
curiosity. A provocation is an 
invitation that has been responded 
to.

Invitations to Learn



Science

Fall	 Leaves	and	fruits	from	trees	that	fall	to	the	ground		
Squirrels	collecting	nuts		
Wild	berries,	fruits	and	vegetables	to	be	harvested.	
Decaying	wood	and	fungus.		
Spiders	and	webs		

Winter	 Ice	and	frost	on	plants		
Moss	and	lichen	on	trees		
Pine	needles	and	pine	cones	on	the	ground		

Animal	tracks	in	snow		
Cloud	patterns	in	the	sky		

Spring		 Buds	sprouting	
Birds	chirping		
Squirrels	scampering	
Insects	emerging		
Toads	spawning		

Caterpillars		
Butterfly	eggs	on	milkweed.		
Spring	bulbs	blooming		
Wildflowers	and	weeds	appearing		

Summer	 Insects	and	wildlife		
Grasses,	plants,	shrubs	and	trees		
Effect	of	the	sunlight	as	it	reflects	and	creates	shadows		

Twigs,	sticks,	acorns,	pinecones	and	other	materials	that	have	fallen	to	
the	forest	floor	
Leaves	eaten	by	caterpillars	or	insects		
Effect	of		dry	spells	upon	flowers	and	plants		
Aromas	of	flowers		
Bees,	butterflies,	wasps	and	dragonflies		

 



 OBSERVE: What do you notice about the nature items
in the bag?

 CLASSIFY: How are they the same? How are they 
different? Sort and organize. 

 WONDER/PREDICT: What do you wonder? What will 
happen if …?

 EXPERIMENT: Try out ideas.

 DRAW CONCLUSIONS: What have you learned? 

 COMMUNICATE: Group by group will share what you 
have you learned.

You are invited to empty 
the bag of nature items 
and apply the scientific 
method.

Science 

Invitation
Observation

Classification

Wonder, 
Predict, 

Hypothesize

Experiment, 
Test, Explore

Drawing 
Conclusions

Communication 
Ideas



Technology

21st 
Century 

Literacies 

Informatio
n Literacy

Visual 
Literacy

Critical 
Literacy

Digital 
Literacy

Media 
Literacy

The Role of Early 
Learning Teachers in 

Promoting 
Technology

• Research how interactive technology 
opportunities can complement 
children's play. 

Create a 
balanced 

approach to 
technology in 

play 

• Offer information to 
families on the benefits 
of using  technolgy with 
play.

Facilitate play 
with 

technology

Entering the 
21st Century



Technology 
Invitation

You are invited to create a 
scene/small world with the 
materials in the bag, 
videotape using time lapse 
and share on social media



Reading and Writing

 

B.F.	Skinner		

Behaviourist	
Theory	

Language	is	acquired	
through	operant	

conditioning.	Operant	
conditioning	occurs	

when	parents	or	early	
learning	professionals	

reinforce	a	child’s	
efforts	at	language.		

Noam	
Chomsky		

Nativist	Theory		

Children	can	take	
charge	of	learning	

language	as	they	have	
a	biologically	based	

innate	system	for	
language	learning	

called	language	
acquisition	device	

(LAD).		

Lev	Vygotsky	

Interactionist	
Theory	

Based	on	the	
assumption	that	

language	is	acquired	in	
a	social	context	

children’s	acquisition	
of	language	and	

literacy	skills	takes	
place	when	a	child	

interacts	with	others.		

Tier 1: words are basic and 
used often (mom, said, went, 
school, dog, book, tree).
Tier 2: words that are used by 
proficient language users and 
less likely to be used in general 
oral language (whispered, 
scrambled, exhausted, 
famished).
Tier 3: words that relate to 
specific topics or areas of 
academic learning (scientific 
and mathematical vocabulary 
like hypotheses, multiply, 
estimate)



◍ Use ellipsis …
◍ Use BOLDING

◍ Use bigger sized words …

◍ Add onomatopoeia …
◍ Use Tier 2 words …
◍ Post your story by your scene 

– let’s take a walkabout to 
view the creations of others

Reading/Writi
ng Invitation

You are invited to create a 
story about your 
scene/small world with 
your group



Engineering

• Engineers design 
technologies using an 
understanding of 
science and math. 

• Engineering provides 
the glue to hold science 
and math together 
(Pantoya, Aguirre-
Munoz and Hunt, 2015)



Engineering 
Invitation

You are invited to design a 
moving element to your 
scene. A zip line perhaps?

Record the movement 
and share on social 
media
Now reset the 
environment for Arts 
and Maths!



Arts

• Landscape art
• Ephemeral art
• Children as creators 

rather than 
consumers

• Supports 
environmental 
awareness



Arts 
Invitation

Mandala: from the classical Indian 
language of Sanskrit, loosely 
translated to mean “circle,” it is an 
ancient art form that fascinates all 
ages. 

You are invited to design a 
mandala using any of the 
items you have before you.



Math



Math Invitation
You are invited to create a 
10 frame for subitizing.





Science

Technology

Reading

Engineering

Arts

Math

Ecology

Relationships

S

T

R

E

A

M

E

R



Building Relationships with Each 
Other, Families and the Natural 

World …

Why is this important??



◍ Edward O. Wilson, an American 
biologist, researcher, theorist 
naturalist and author. Considered to 
be the world's leading expert on 
ants. Wilson introduced and 
popularized the idea that humans 
(children) have instinctive urge to 
love other living things in his book, 
Biophilia (1984). 

◍ How can we encourage children’s 
natural urges to love other things? 

Biophilia

“Teaching a child not to step on 
a caterpillar is as valuable to the 
child as it is to the caterpillar.”~ 
Bradley Miller



Add Flyer

www.yrnature.ca

http://www.yrnature.ca


Thank You!

Any questions?

You can find me at:
@DianeKashin1

@YRNature
Diane.kashin@gmail.com

mailto:Diane.kashin@gmail.com

